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REMARKS 

This is intended as a full and complete response to the Office Action dated March 
2, 2006, having a shortened statutory period for response set to expire on June 2, 2006. 
Please reconsider the claims pending in the application for reasons discussed below. 

Claims 21-39 remain pending in the application after entry of this response. 
Claim 31 is indicated as allowable by the Examiner. Claim 31 has been cancelled. 
Claims 34-39 have been added. 

Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. § 102 

Claims 21-24 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Cook, et at., 2004/0045616. Regarding claim 21 , Cook, et al. does not disclose a non 
circular surrounding surface. The tubular 210 of Cook et al. is always deformed into a 
tubular casing. The casing is circular. Therefore, Cook, et al. does not teach, show, or 
suggest the tubular member assumes a shape of a non circular surrounding surface 
and forms a seal therebetween as recited in amended claims 21-24. Thus, Applicants 
believe that claims 21-24 are in condition for allowance. 

Claims 25-30, 32, and 33 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Wright, 1,339,641. Regarding claim 25, Applicant has amended claim 25 
to include allowable claim 31. Therefore, Applicants believe that claims 25-30 are in 
condition for allowance. 

New Claims 

New claims 34-39 have been added. Claims 34 and 35 depend from claim 21. 
As discussed above Applicants believe that claim 21 is in condition for allowance and 
thus, claims 34 and 35 are also in condition for allowance. 

Regarding claim 36 the references cited by the Examiner do not teach, show, or 
suggest the tubular assumes a shape of an unlined bore section and forms a seal 
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therebetween as recited in the claim 36. Thus, Applicants believe that claims 36-39 are 
in condition for allowance. 

Conclusion 

The references cited by the Examiner, alone or in combination, do not teach, 
show, or suggest the invention as claimed. Having addressed all issues set out in the 
office action, Applicants respectfully submit that the claims are in condition for 
allowance and respectfully request that the claims be allowed. 



Respectfully submitted, 

JaspfTC. Huang 
Registration No. 46,222 
Patterson & Sheridan, LLP. 
3040 Post Oak Blvd. Suite 1500 
Houston, TX 77056 
Telephone: (713)623-4844 
Facsimile: (713)623-4846 
Attorney for Applicants 
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